
TIMELINES FOR CERTIFICATE OF NEED APPLICATIONS 
UNDERGOING CERTIFCATE OF NEED REVIEW 

 
Application 

Activity 
 

Regular Review 
 

Expedited Review 
 

Concurrent Review 
Submission of 
Letter of Intent 

Minimum of 30 days prior to 
applications submission (six month 
validity from date of receipt). 

Minimum of 30 days prior to 
applications submission (six month 
validity from date of receipt). 

Submitted in conformance with 
published schedule for type of project 
under review.  Good for only one 
review cycle. 

Submission of 
Application 

After 30 days has lapsed and no later 
than six months after the department’s 
receipt of Letter of Intent. 

After 30 days has lapsed and no later 
than six months after the department’s 
receipt of Letter of Intent. 

Submitted in conformance with 
published schedule for type of project 
under review. 

Application 
Screening 

Within 15 working days after 
application submission. 

Within 15 working days after 
application submission. 

Within 30 days after application 
submission. 

Applicant 
Response 
 
(Applicant may 
request the screening 
& response activity be 
conducted a second 
time.) 

Within 45 days of receiving 
department’s request for additional 
information. 
 
(Additional responses to screening 
letters will be accepted up to 10 days 
after the notice of Beginning of 
Review.) 

Within 45 days of receiving 
department’s request for additional 
information. 
 
(Additional responses to screening 
letters will be accepted up to 10 days 
after the notice of Beginning of 
Review.) 

Within 30 days of receiving 
department’s request for additional 
information. 
 

Formal Review 
Period 
 
(Formal review begins 
on fifth working day 
after applicant’s 
request to begin 
review, or the 
department declares 
the application 
complete.) 

A total of 90 days 
• First 35 days open to general public 

comment and conducting a public 
hearing if requested. 

• Last 10 days open for applicant/ 
interested persons rebuttal 
statements submitted during first 35 
days of public comment period 

• Last 45 days exparte period.  
Department is preparing written 
analysis and decision. 

A total of 50 days 
• First 20 days open to general public 

comment. 
• Last 10 days open for applicant/ 

interested persons rebuttal 
statements submitted during first 20 
days of public comment period. 

• No public hearing conducted on 
projects qualifying for expedited 
review. 

• Last 20 days exparte period.  
Department is preparing written 
analysis and decision. 

A total of 135 days 
• First 60 days open to general public 

comment and conducting a public 
hearing if requested. 

• Last 30 days open for applicant/ 
interested persons rebuttal 
statements submitted during first 60 
days of public comment period 

• Last 45 days exparte period.  
Department is preparing written 
analysis and decision. 
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Application 

Activity 
 

Regular Review 
 

Expedited Review 
 

Concurrent Review 
Appeal 
Opportunities 

Reconsideration Hearing 
• May be requested by anyone in the 

applicant’s proposed service area.  
Request must be made within 28 
days of department’s decision. 

• Department will conduct a public 
hearing within 30 days of receipt 
of the request by the department. 

• Decision made within 45 days of 
the hearing. 

• Applicant may request an 
Adjudicative hearing if dissatisfied 
with reconsidered decision. 

 
Adjudicative Hearing 
• Only the applicant denied a 

Certificate of Need may request.  
Request must be within 28 days of 
the department’s decision. 

• Timelines for hearing and decision 
under the authority of the 
Administrative Hearing office and 
subject to the provisions of RCW 
34.05. 

• Interested persons who meet the 
criteria under WAC 246-310-
610(4) are provided an opportunity 
to present oral or written testimony 
and argument. 

Reconsideration Hearing 
• May be requested by anyone in the 

applicant’s proposed service area.  
Request must be made within 28 
days of department’s decision. 

• Department will conduct a public 
hearing within 30 days of receipt 
of the request by the department. 

• Decision made within 45 days of 
the hearing. 

• Applicant may request an 
Adjudicative hearing if dissatisfied 
with reconsidered decision. 

 
Adjudicative Hearing 
• Only the applicant denied a 

Certificate of Need may request.  
Request must be within 28 days of 
the department’s decision. 

• Timelines for hearing and decision 
under the authority of the 
Administrative Hearing office and 
subject to the provisions of RCW 
34.05. 

• Interested persons who meet the 
criteria under WAC 246-310-
610(4) are provided an opportunity 
to present oral or written testimony 
and argument. 

Reconsideration Hearing 
• May be requested by anyone in the 

applicant’s proposed service area.  
Request must be made within 28 
days of department’s decision. 

• Department will conduct a public 
hearing within 30 days of receipt 
of the request by the department. 

• Decision made within 45 days of 
the hearing. 

• Applicant may request an 
Adjudicative hearing if dissatisfied 
with reconsidered decision. 

 
Adjudicative Hearing 
• Only the applicant denied a 

Certificate of Need may request.  
Request must be within 28 days of 
the department’s decision. 

• Timelines for hearing and decision 
under the authority of the 
Administrative Hearing office and 
subject to the provisions of RCW 
34.05. 

• Interested persons who meet the 
criteria under WAC 246-310-
610(4) are provided an opportunity 
to present oral or written testimony 
and argument. 

 
 Prepared by the Office of Health Services Development 
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